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FAIR Data Policy vs FAIR Practice
13:40-14:00
(Barbara)
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FAIR Principles as FAIR Data Policies

Ensure data are described with standardized metadata (F2)

Store data in repositories with robust search capabilities (F4)

Provide APIs and use standard data exchange protocols to support automated data sharing and 
integration (A1.1)

Provide open access to datasets where legally and ethically permissible (A1.2)

Implement secure mechanisms for controlled access where necessary (A1.2)

Store data using open, well-documented formats that facilitate integration with other datasets (I1)

Use common vocabularies and ontologies to describe data, enabling semantic interoperability (I2)

Provide comprehensive documentation to describe the context, methodology and provenance (R1.2) 
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FAIR Data Policy

A set of guidelines that organizations, research institutions, or funding bodies establish to ensure 
that data is FAIR. It includes specific requirements and best practices for data management, sharing, 
and preservation, and promotes data stewardship in line with the FAIR principles

And some FAIR sub-principles address:

• Metadata preservation policy (I2)

• Data usage license (R1.1)

Specific policies e.g. for F1: EOSC compliant PID Policy

Infrastructures related: PARC FAIR Data Policy (see ITINERIS platform)

Or criteria, like https://www.gofair.foundation/criteria
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EOSC Compliant PID Policy
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PARC FAIR Data Policy
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GFF Criteria

Interpretation of the FAIR Principles publicly accessible

The hourglass model to promote freedom to operate with a minimal standard a the center

Openness: As open as possible, as restricted as necessary

Distrution: Distributed architecture should be the default, and should be centralizd only as necessary
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FAIR Practice

GFF definition: A method description detailing the use of a specific resource or a combination of 
resources as applied by a community to achieve FAIR processing of information. 

Examples:

• GO FAIR Foundation uses Open Science Framework for publishing material for events 

• GO FAIR Foundation uses nanopublications for documenting events

A broader definition might be: any action, methodology, process that promotes FAIR

Might also be used as synonym to FAIR Data Policy
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Repositories for FAIR Practices

FAIRsharing (https://fairsharing.org/)

FAIR cookbook (https://faircookbook.elixir-europe.org/content/home.html) 

FAIR Implementation catalogue (https://catalogue.fair-impact.eu/)

FAIR Connect (https://fairconnect.pro/search-fair-nanopublications/)
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https://fairsharing.org/
https://faircookbook.elixir-europe.org/content/home.html
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FAIR Connect

A FAIR repository of resources that support the FAIRification of data

Resource typed according to a typology

Resources are formalized via nanopublications as representation language

A growing list of resources as contributed by participating communities

The platform will be presented and used in more detail in the FAIR Implementation Profile course
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Breakout session

3 groups (FAIRsharing, FAIR cookbook, FAIR implementation catalogue)

Tasks, to be documented in the notes: 

Identify core characteristics of these repositories 

• What are they about

• How are they described 

• How are they represented

• Do they have a persistent identifier

Identify 2 FAIR practices of your choice you did not know so far

Present your findings to the whole group
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jp7fcaNnBgh5KVp2NDThXbq8mXsVxzloyh-0OMebefs/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.bmvlmxc7gsfn
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