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Long vs Short
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LONG FORM

vs

SHORT FORM 

(NEWS)
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Long vs Short
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LONG FORM: in-depht analysis

SHORT FORM: straight to the point
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Long form: a definition 1 
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“Long-form journalism refers to a genre of journalism characterized by in-depth 

reporting and storytelling that has more substantial content than the average 

news report.

These pieces often explore topics with greater detail, context and narrative 

techniques, blending factual reporting with literary elements such as character 

development, scene-setting and dialogue.”

By Wikipedia English
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Long Form: a definition 2
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“Because long-form journalism usually employs stylistic and structural 

elements often used in fiction, it is sometimes referred to as literary 

journalism or narrative journalism.

While traditionally associated with print newspaper articles, the digital revolution 

expanded the genre's reach to online magazines, newspapers and other digital 

platforms, which often use a blend of multimedia to create an immersive 
reader experience”.
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Long form: a definition 1 
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•The Atlantic Monthly

•The Economist

•The Nation

•The New Yorker

•The New York Times Magazine

•Harper's Magazine

•L’internazionale

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Atlantic_Monthly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Economist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_Yorker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times_Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper%27s_Magazine
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Multimedia
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https://www.nytimes.com/projects/2012/snow-
fall/index.html#/?part=tunnel-creek

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/12/new-york-times-snow-fall-feature/320253/

https://www.nytimes.com/projects/2012/snow-fall/index.html#/?part=tunnel-creek
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Long Form: Main Characteristics
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Structure

Lenght

Style

Voices

Multimedia
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VOICES
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• They make it easier for you to understand the story

• They enrich the story with anecdotes and quotations

• They give rhythm to the text

• They facilitate both writing and reading

• They can increase its credibility

• They are a source of additional contacts, references, and multimedia materials
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HOW TO DO IT

Training object development for all target categories, including future generations of Earth stewards: "

From Lab to News: Introduction to Science Journalism for Scientists ", Lecce, 23/26 June 2025

FIX YOUR «WORKING TITLE»

«Rem tene, verba sequentur»
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HOW TO DO IT
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PREPARE A DRAFT
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HOW TO DO IT
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HOW TO DO IT
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HOW TO DO IT
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STARTING A NEW PARAGRAPH

«Using white space helps the reader process the information in the story/work, 

gives their eyes a break and keeps them interested. Look at each page as if it were a 

work of art.

Some sentences will have more impact on their own.

Other sentences need more information and will evolve into a long paragraph of vital

information. […] [K]eep in mind that the longer the paragraph, the more chance that

someone will skip it. Our eyes tend to naturally look for white space.

And the sentences closest to the white space are the ones most remembered»

By Cheryl Kaye Tardif

HOW TO DO IT
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HOW TO DO IT
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PARAGRAPHS
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Backward-looking and forward looking

HOW TO DO IT
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THE UNBROKEN CHAIN

HOW TO DO IT
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The exercise
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WATCH OUT FOR SUBORDINATE CLAUSES, 
PUNCTUATION, AND OVERLY LONG SENTENCES. 
THEY ARE HARD TO READ.
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Style
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Written in the first person or third person?

Warmer or more neutral?

More descriptive or more informative?

Simple or difficult?

It’s depend on the topic (and on you)
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The title
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It's much more like the title of a book
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Long Form: Structure
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The hourglass structure

Challenge

Resolution

Opening

A
c
t
i
o
n
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Long Form: Structure
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The hourglass structure

Challenge

Resolution

Opening

A
c
t
i
o
n

THE HOOK

THE QUESTION(S)

TAKE HOME MESSAGES

THE STUFF
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Long Form: Structure

Training object development for all target categories, including future generations of Earth stewards: "

From Lab to News: Introduction to Science Journalism for Scientists ", Lecce, 23/26 June 2025

Challenge

Resolution

Opening

A
c
t
i
o
n

THE HOOK

A story
A striking sentence
A description
Numbers, data, information
An “emotional” beginning
Or…
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Exercise 1
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THE HOOK

A story
A striking sentence
A description
Numbers, data, information
An “emotional” beginning
Or…
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Exercise 1
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Search online for a long-form article and answer the following questions:

1.What is the topic

2.How is the title structured (evocative, descriptive, emotional, or something else)?

3.What kind of hook does it use?

4.Are there multimedia elements?

5.What writing style is used?

6.Are there other voices included, and if so, which ones?

7.How is the piece structured? 

The long read | Page 2 of 130 | The Guardian

RADAR Magazine | Storie di ambiente, natura, luoghi e culture

Science · Longform

https://www.theguardian.com/news/series/the-long-read?page=2
https://www.radarmagazine.net/
https://longform.org/sections/science
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Exercise 1
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A SOURCE

Search online for a long-form article and answer the following questions:

1.What is the topic

2.How is the title structured (evocative, descriptive, emotional, or something else)?

3.What kind of hook does it use?

4.Are there multimedia elements?

5.What writing style is used?

6.Are there other voices included, and if so, which ones?

7.How is the piece structured? 

RADAR Magazine | Storie di ambiente, natura, luoghi e culture

The Electric Typewriter

https://www.radarmagazine.net/
https://tetw.org/
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Exercise 2
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Think about a long form and:

Decide the Topic 

Define the working title

Define a possible script

Choose a possible magazine



THANKS!


