
The interview

Practical Exercise: do an interview!

• Donato Ramani and Nico Pitrelli
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THE FIRST METAPHOR
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THE FIRST METAPHOR

AN INTERVIEW IS LIKE A PAS DE 

DEUX

THERE IS SOMEONE WHO LEADS 

AND SOMEONE WHO IS LED
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BUT YOU ARE PARTNER IN THE 

SAME DANCE. AND YOU HAVE TO 

MAKE IT NICE AND USEFUL. 

TOGETHER.

(which also means that you can lead

it, too)
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GET READY
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Get ready
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GET READY

a) RESEARCH

b)TOPIC
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2 things to keep in mind
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2 THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND IF 

YOU ARE GONNA TALK 

ABOUT A NEW PIECE OF 

RESEARCH
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5W and 1 H
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Who did the research?

What did they find?

When was the work done/or the result published?

Where was the work done?

How was it done?

Why was it done? What is the significance of the 

research and its findings?

(So what?) Why is this research relevant for society 

(or for a specific audience)?

ABOUT THE RESEARCH
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IN GENERAL
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Questions
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IN GENERAL
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Talking about a topic
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THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND IF 

YOU ARE GONNA TALK 

ABOUT A TOPIC
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Talking about a topic
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THINK ABOUT THE THINGS THAT 

CAN BE INTERESTING FOR THE 

AUDIENCE AND THE JOURNALIST

GET INFORMED ON THE LAST PIECES OF 

NEWS ABOUT THAT TOPIC

ASK THE JOURNALIST SOME MORE 

DETAILS ABOUT THE CONTENT OF THE 

INTERVIEW
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Pieces of advice
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SOME ADVICE
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Pieces of advice
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1
SELECT YOUR “TALKING 

POINTS” BEFORE THE 

INTERVIEW

(AND FOCUS ON THOSE)
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Pieces of advice
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TALKING ABOUT THE RESEARCH

STRESS THE 

NEWS VALUES 

AND



18

Pieces of advice
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2
THINK ABOUT YOUR AUDIENCE AND THE 

CONTEXT 

YOU ARE NOT TALKING WITH or FOR YOUR 
COLLEAGUES
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Pieces of advice
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3
THE MORE YOU GO INTO DETAILS, THE 

HIGHER THE RISK OF CUT OR MISTAKES

SELECT YOUR MESSAGES
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Pieces of advice
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4
REPEAT THE MAIN POINTS

And 

START OR/AND FINISH 

YOUR ANSWER

WITH A STATEMENT
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Pieces of advice

Training object development for all target categories, including future generations of Earth stewards: "

From Lab to News: Introduction to Science Journalism for Scientists ", Lecce, 23/26 June 2025

5
DON’T KEEP IT TOO DISTANT

ADD SOME INTERESTING DETAILS, 

IF YOU CAN
(Stories, numbers, percentages, quotes or) 
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Pieces of advice

Training object development for all target categories, including future generations of Earth stewards: "

From Lab to News: Introduction to Science Journalism for Scientists ", Lecce, 23/26 June 2025

6

BLOCKING AND BRIDGING



23

Pieces of advice
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KEEP THEM SHORT (BUT 

NOT TOO SHORT)

7
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Pieces of advice
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DON’T SPEAK FAST

8



25

Pieces of adivce
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“THIS IS INTERESTING 

FOR YOU”

ATTRACT PEOPLE’s 

ATTENTION

9
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10
ON TV 

AVOID POLKA DOTS OR STRIPES

FIND A GOOD POSTURE



THANKS!


