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Access Legal Framework

The legal framework related to RI access provides the governance and structure for 
regulating

the rights and responsibilities of the stakeholders (funders, research infrastructure
/organisms, users) involved in service provision and access in the (multi-)national 
scope

Ensuring the proper management and allocation of the related funds 

Compliancy of

• Principles and regulations set by the funders (e.g., Horizon Europe, national 
funding agencies, ERIC policies)

• Management and allocation of the financial terms

• Associated legal rules that apply in relation to the process of of providing access 
to services (e.g., GDPR, IPR, national laws and regulations of the participating 
countries)
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Legal Architecture

A legal framework comprises the required documents 
and defines the legal hierarchy of such and their 
interrelation :

From bottom to top in a legal hierarchy, the 
documents become more and more detailed / 
specific and have less authority

The legal architecture can vary from one 
country to another

Some issues are covered by legislation and 
others are negotiated in contracts

Poli 
cies

Directives
& Contracts

Laws & 
Regulations

Constitution 
& Treaties

Training current RIs staff and user communities: Access to Research Infrastructures: process and modalities - 2", CNR-IMAA - Tito Scalo (PZ) , 18-20/03/2025III
.A

cc
es

sl
eg

al
fr

am
ew

or
k



Legal Hierarchy & Access

Directives 

& Contracts

Laws &

Constitution 

& Treaties

• Generally covers broad but fundamental principles
(e.g., within a country)

• describes the legislations and main institutions
• superior law, more difficult to change

• Adoptedprinciple of actions, e.g., national policies/laws, 
international laws and standards

• Strategies and rules in a specific domain
• Established following consultation with stakeholders

→ European Constitution
→ National constitutions

• Directives and guidance rules made 
and maintained by an authority

• Agreement between two or more
parties

• Guidelines or principles adopted by 
organizations or governments

• Implementation rules, constrained 
application, regulating financial, operational,
technical aspects, etc.

→ ERIC
Regulations → EU Regulation (HE)

→EU Charter for Access 
Poli →Access + data policies 

cies →Open science + FAIR data

→ EU Grant /Consortium /Data 
sharing /Licensing / agreements
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Key components of RI legal frameworks - I

EU Charter for 
Access

ERICs & 
ERIC statutes

Access & Data 
policies

Service / Collaboration 
agreements

ERIC-National nodes
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European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC)

Legal entity for regulating the establishment and
operation of European Research infrastructures,
created under Union law

International organisation with statutory seat, 
involving several European countries

Legal personality and full legal capacity 

Recognised in all EU countries and AS

Allows flexible management models, tax exemption, 
some limited economic activity
Internal ERIC structure is defined by its statutes 

since 2009 (Council Reg (EC) n° 723/2009

To date, 26 ERICs are established (22 ESFRI Projects, 41 ESFRI Landmarks)

• 2011: SHARE ERIC
• 2012: CLARIN ERIC
• 2013: EATRIS ERIC, ESS ERI, BBMRI ERIC, ECRIN ERIC
• 2014: EURO-ARGO ERIC, CERIC ERIC, DARIAH ERIC, JIV ERIC
• 2015: EUROPEAN SPALLATION SOURCE ERIC, ICOS ERIC
• 2016: EMSO ERIC
• 2017: LIFEWATCH ERIC, CESSDA ERIC, ECCSEL ERIC, INSTRUCT ERIC
• 2018: EMBRC ERIC, EU-OPENSCREEN ERIC, EPOS ERIC
• 2019: EURO-BIOIMAGING ERIC
• 2021: ELI ERIC
• 2022: ANAEE ERIC, MIRRI ERIC, EU-SOLARIS ERIC
• 2023: ACTRIS ERIC
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Establishment of ACTRIS ERIC – an example

2015 -
Application for 
ESFRI Roadmap

1
4

2 1

5

3

6

2016 – Roadmap 
entry as ESFRI

Project2019 – ERIC
step 1 

application

2021 – ERIC step 2 application
2021 – Landmark 

on ESFRI Roadmap

2023 –
ACTRIS ERIC

Goal of ACTRIS ERIC
operating the distributed RI to produce 
high-quality integrated datasets in the area 
of atmospheric sciences and provide 
services, including access to instrumented 
platforms, tailored for scientific and 
technological usage.
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ERIC Statutes

ERICs have a legal personality and are recognized as legal entities
à they can enter into contracts, own property, and are liable 
under EU law.

ERICs are governed by their statutes, enacted by the legislative 
body (European Commission)

ERIC statutes set the main rules for the governance and the 
financing of the ERIC

ERIC Statutes
• List of members and observers (= countries)
• statutory seat
• Name of the ERIC
• Duration and procedure for winding up
• Liability regime
• Basic principles and policies on access, data, 

scientific evaluation, dissemination, IPR, HR,
procurement

• Governing bodies, responsibilities, voting rights
• Initial 5-year Financial plan and membership 

contributions

Example of ERIC Governance
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Access & Data Policies

Essential components of the legal framework for RI to regulate the access 
and use of services

Access 
Policy

Guidelines and general principles for access of users to services provided
via physical / remote / hybrid access to the RI

Guidelines and general principles for the use, sharing, and exploitation 
of and the virtual access to data and digital services of the RI Data 

Policy

Requires an Access Management Plan (AMP)
àDefines access management and process

Requires a Data Management Plan (DMP)
àDefines management and lifecycle of RI data

Training current RIs staff and user communities: Access to Research Infrastructures: process and modalities - 2", CNR-IMAA - Tito Scalo (PZ) , 18-20/03/2025III
.A

cc
es

sl
eg

al
fr

am
ew

or
k



Relevance of Access & Data Policies

Clarity – stakeholders know the rights and responsibilities about access or data use

Sustainability – proper governance and resource allocation supported by these 
policies help maintain the long-term viability of research infrastructures

Legal and Ethical Compliance – all activities adhere to legal requirements (e.g., IP 
rights, privacy laws) and ethical standards (e.g., open science, equity in access)

Innovation – by encouraging data sharing and collaborations, these policies 
accelerate scientific discoveries and technological advances.
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EU Charter for access to RI

Published by the EU in 2016

Non-regulatory principles and guidelines for 
defining access policies and related services
European RIs are encouraged to use as 
reference when defining their access 
policies
Document is legally non-binding

Transparency
o Need forclear 

and open access 
policies

o Information on 
access decision 
making

Non-Discrimination
o Equal treatment 

forall

o Access should be 
open forall users, 
regardless of 
nationality or 
background

Excellence
o Priorityof access 

is based on 
scientific 
excellence

o Access process, 
regulation, user 
feedback

Compliance
o Legal and ethical

compliance with
NAT+EU+INT laws

o Data protection, 
IPR,GDPR

o Ethical standards

14

→ However, the charter is essential for shaping the legal the 
legal framework for access (policies)

→ Its application is mandated by the EC for funding access to RIs
→ ESFRI states that the RIs should continue to provide access in 

line with the Charter

2016
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Recommendations for EU Charter for access to RI

Published by ESFRI in 2023

Address remaining challengers to provide broader and effective 
access to Ris to tackle scientific and societal challenges
Based on surveys targeting Ris and RI stakeholders 

Recommendations for charter revision (legal, financial, technical)

2023
• Legal guidance on IPR, data 

protection, liability

• Strengthen visibility and 
recognition of distributed RIs

• Opening access to new research 
communities and industry users

• Technological transfers & co-
development initiatives

• Diversified funding streams

• Elaborate on open science, data and FAIR 
principles

• Challenge-driven vs curiosity-driven access, 
priority-driven access, crisis access model

• Increase and improve remote/hybrid access, 
multi-disciplinary needs

• Environmental footprint
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EU regulation for Horizon Europe’s Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation

àUnderlying rules for participation and dissemination
Horizon Europe Grant Agreement & Annexes

à Legally binding agreement signed by all 
beneficiaries

à Rules and conditions for the provisions of 
Transnational & Virtual Access

Consortium Agreement
àDefining the rights, obligations and organisation 

of work between the parties

EU Framework and associated contacts
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Key components of RI legal frameworks - II

Open science 
and data 

management 
policies

Data 
protection 
regulations

Intellectual 
property 
(IPR) &

access rights

Licensing 
agreements

Ethical 
policies + 
guidelines

Terms of use 
agreements

Health, safety, 
security and 
environment 
regulations

…
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Open Science and Data Management Frameworks

Priority for the EC under its R&I funding programmes to 
improve quality, efficiency and responsiveness of research
Sharing of knowledge and data

Beneficiaries of R&I funding are required to make
• publications available in open access
• data as “open as possible and as closed as necessary”

Open access pathways:
• Gold OA: publication in OA journals (freely and immediately 

accessible)
• Green OA: archiving in OA repository (access is subscription-based, 

embargo)
FAIR Data principles ensure research data that is fair, accessible, 
interoperable and reuseable
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General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

European Parliament regulation on the protection of natural persons 
with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free 
movement of such data (2016/679, Directive 95/46/EC)

In force since May 2018 (subject to sever penalties in case of non-
compliance)

Personal data must be secured and protected

Organisations must obtain clear, informed consent from individuals to collect and process personal 
data, and they must provide transparency about how the data is used.

Accountability of data processing activities for organisations and appoint a Data Protection Officer 
(DPO) if they handle large amounts of personal data or sensitive information.

GDPR applies also to organisations outside the EU that process the personal data of EU citizens.

National Laws implementing EU regulation
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Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and Access Rights

• IPR refers to the legal rights that protect creations and innovations generated during research activities

• Ownership belongs to the one generating the IP, the owner provides the access rights to users

• Copyrights, patents, data, products, software, publications etc. are considered IP and can have joint ownership

• Proper management of IPR is crucial to ensure that research outcomes are protected, shared and used in an ethical manner

• User rights can be transferred under a license, e.g., to an RI that will get access rights to the IP

Ownership 
and IPR of 

data

• Background: pre-existing knowledge prior to a project, an ERIC, etc. à Identified Background IP prevents unauthorised use

• Foreground: all knowledge and results generated during a project, RI operations, new developments made under an ERIC

àDefined Foreground IP allows to plan for publications, licensing, potential commercialisation of research outputs

• Side-ground: knowledge developed over the span but not in the execution of the project, of ERIC operations, …àDefined 

Side-ground IP helps to acknowledge contributions enhancing the research work

Classifying 
IPR &

Knowledge

• Access rights define the right to use the IP in a specified way

• A license does not regulate access but what you can do with the IP (e.g., data)

• Licences secure the rights of the IP creators (e.g., data producers and providers)

• A licences tells the users how to access, use and share the data. Without a license, data is not truly open, the type 

of license must be aligned with the strategy of the RI

Access 
rights and 
licenses
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IPR & Licensing Agreements in the context of RIs

RIs often establish clear IPR policies that outline how IP is managed, protected, and shared. These 
policies govern issues like ownership, licensing, access rights, and exploitation of IP generated within the 
infrastructure.

IP Protection vs Open Access: RIs must strike a balance 
between protecting IP and adhering to open access principles:
• Open access mandates free dissemination of publications and data

• IP protection (e.g., patents, licences) allows to control how the results and data and results are used

Licencing agreements regulate how third parties use the IP in exchange for royalties or other financial 
benefits. Various license models exist:

• Open licenses (e.g., Creative Commons, GNU GPL) allow for free use 
with conditions (e.g., attribution, non-commercial use).

• Exclusive licenses may be granted to specific companies or organizations
for commercialization, often generating revenue for the research infrastructure.
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Creative Commons (CC) License

Creative Commons: non-profit organisation proposing legal 
and flexible solutions to give users the right to access, share, 
and use content and data.

CC licences are public and open licences, often used by Ris. 
Few restrictions, examples:

most 
open

least 
open

• Most open: CC0 (public domain waiver)
• Least open: „all rights reserved“ (copyright owner hold all rights for own use)
• Other combinations of license rights:
• CC-BY-NC-ND: share only, credits required, non commercial use, no modification
• CC BY-NC: credits required, allows to share and remix, non-commercial only
• CC BY-SA: credits required, allows to share and remix, same legal conditions
• CC BY4.0 (Attribution 4.0 International): latest version of CC licences, applicable to most 

jurisdictions and most often used in relation to RI data:
• Copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
• Remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially
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Terms of Use Agreement

Compliance of users with terms of use at facility
/platform /installation

Defining rights and obligations of both users and 
service providers

User 
(group) Facility 

provider

PA-RA-
HA*

On-site support for service
provision

ü Compliance with ACTRIS Data Policy and the ACTRIS access and service policy
ü Compliance with the applicable legislation, institute’ regulations, hygiene and safety rules, 

local
ü Confirmation of the users' responsibility to provide their own insurance
ü Data management process
ü Confirmation to disseminate the results (via open access), including the recognition of the 

facility and personal contributions
ü Confirmation to provide data, related to the access, to the Data Centre
ü Other aspects (if applicable): e.g. specific protocols concerning transport and access to the 

facility.
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24

Ethical Principles

RIs are expected to adopt ethical guidelines and principles

An ethical advisory committee: promote ethical conduct and ensure that the 
activities are carried out in a responsible and accountable manner.

Professionalandscientific 
responsibility
à integrity, respect, fairness, 
trustworthiness, transparency, …

Socialandenvironmental 
responsibility
àHumanrights,HRpractices, 
conservation andbiodiversity,waste+
recycling, …

Lawabiding
à legaldutytoobeylaws

Moralresponsibility
àgoodcitizenship
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25

RI-specific Ethical Aspects

Awareness of ethical conductà RI governance and management (e.g. 
implementation of ethical advisory board)

Conflict of interestà e.g., due to multiple representation in RI 
governance, compromised judgement, competing interests, …

à personal - financial - institution-level

Scientific responsibilityà Ensuring compliance with good scientific 
practice, fair competition, FAIR data principles, acknowledging 
contributions, …

Ethical approach to animal researchà avoid animals where possible, 
reduce to a minimum, avoid possible pain, suffering, distress, or harm

Personal data protectionà robust processes for handling and storing 
personal data
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Collaboration with the private sector

Innovation

Technology 
Transfer

Economic 
Growth

Long-term 
Sustaina-

bility

Expertise G 
Resources

Testing G 
Validation

Societal 
Impact

Commercialization and 
practical applications

Competitiveness, PPP

Funding source, collaborationsComplementary expertise for 
innovative solutions

Technical developments

R&D, new technologies

Benefits to society, 
e.g., heath, energy, climate

adaptation
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Collaboration with the private sector

Industry as a supplier (of equipment)

Need for clear guidelines and legal frameworks 
In particular for IPR and shared IPR

Industry as a user à professionalised services, proprietary research, confidentiality agreement 
Industry as a partner à collaboration agreements

IndustryPartnershipforjoint
knowledgecreation

• Reciprocal Objectives
• Scopeof thepartnership
• Decision making process & 

workplan
• Ownershipofbackground
/results

• Righttoprotect,useand
exploitandtheirextent
• Royalties

“The protection and enforcement of IPR should contribute to the 
promotion of technological innovation and to the transfer and 
dissemination of technology, to the mutual advantage of producers 
and users of technological knowledge and to a balance of rights and 
obligations.”
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Access & Data Policies… in more details

Access 
Policy

Guidelines and general principles for access of users to services provided
via physical / remote / hybrid access to the RI

Guidelines and general principles for the use, sharing, and exploitation 
of and the virtual access to data and digital services of the RI Data 

Policy

Requires an Access Management Plan (AMP)
àDefines access management and process

Requires a Data Management Plan (DMP)
àDefines management and lifecycle of RI data
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Access Policy

Providing guidelines and general principles for access of users to services provided via 
physical / remote access to the RI

Mandatory document for all ESFRI RIs

Criteria for scientific evaluation in relation to the user 
strategy

Key topics to address in access policy:

• Who are the key actors àUsers
• Type of RI services and how they can be access and used

• Contractual and legal aspects

• Costs for accessing services
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – An Illustration

ACTRIS Service and access policy
1. Purpose
2. Definitions
3. Guiding principles
4. Existing European legal frameworks and 

policies
5. Access management
6. Access to facilities
7. Intellectual property rights
8. Access policy management and review
9. References

ü Approved by Interim ACTRIS 
Council in 2018

ü Approval at 1stACTRIS ERIC 
General Assembly in 2023
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 1. Purpose

The purpose of this access and service policy document is to give 
guidelines and describe the general principles for access provided by 
ACTRIS to Users.
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 2. Definitions
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 3. Guiding Principles I

üType of access

üOpen access
üUsers
üType of services

üUser strategy

ACTRIS ERIC shall provide physical access, remote access and virtual access to 
resources and services for the science community to conduct research and 
foster innovation.

ACTRIS promotes open access to the services provided by the ACTRIS Central 
Facilities and National Facilities for all users in order to conduct scientific 
experiments, use the state-of-the art research instruments and equipment, and 
benefit from technical services (e.g., calibrations), expert support, and training 
and educational services, or access specific ACTRIS Data Centre services.

ACTRIS is committed to provide access to its services and resources according to 
the user needs but within the limits of the facilities’ capacities.
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 3. Guiding Principles II

Virtual, physical and remote access to the Central Facilities and National 
Facilities is centrally coordinated by the ACTRIS ERIC. Users will access the 
ACTRIS services through a single entry point. Virtual access is wide access to 
ACTRIS data and digital tools and does not require a selection process.
Competitive access is physical or remote access to the ACTRIS Facilities, 
including access to specific services offered by the Data Centre and shall be
managed by the SAMU and requires a selection process.

ACTRIS aims at providing free access for users, where possible. Virtual access 
to ACTRIS data and digital tools is free access, and is given in compliance with 
the ACTRIS data policy. Virtual access to other ACTRIS tools may also be
freely accessible. Competitive access to ACTRIS services is made on user 
demand and might involve user fees. Detailed guidelines shall be given in the 
ACTRIS AccessManagement Plan.

üAccess
management

üSelection process

üCosts for access

üAMP
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 3. Guiding Principles III

Wide publicity measures and outreach activities will be implemented to 
advertise the opportunities of ACTRIS services.

A mechanism for user feedback will be implemented by SAMU to 
regularly collect information from the User on the range and quality of 
the ACTRIS services and to properly tailor them according to evolving 
User needs.

ACTRIS ERIC shall respect and comply with any European and national 
legislation as applicable regarding the protection of personal data and 
privacy, environmental science data as well as health and safety at work.

Ethical guidelines approved by the ACTRIS ERIC General Assembly for 
ACTRIS shall be applied to this Access and service policy.

üAccess reporting 
C monitoring

üLegal compliance

üCommunication

üEthical 
compliance
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 4. Existing legal 
frameworks and policies

Poli 
cies

Directives
& Contracts

Laws & 
Regulations

Constitution 
& Treaties
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 5. Access Management

üCentralized access

üSAMU

ü Interaction between main actors

üSelection process and access 
modes

à Access Management Plan
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 6. Access to Facilities I

In case of physical and remote access, the Central Facilities and National 
Facilities shall provide the requested services in accordance with the 
approved application and shall ensure smooth access to services and 
logistics for users, supported if needed by the SAMU. On-site support and 
guidance shall be provided to users. Virtual access is not competitive and 
will be provided directly by the ACTRIS ERIC.

Users are responsible for complying with any applicable national 
legislations and host institutions regulations, especially safety regulations.

Users shall be responsible for their own insurances. The hosting institutions 
have the right to request that certain insurances are taken and also to 
request proof for that.

üLegal compliance

üFacility /provider 
obligations

üLiability
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 6. Access to Facilities II

Users are encouraged to disseminate the results from work done through the 
provided access in peer-reviewed publications, and shall acknowledge the 
contribution and support provided by ACTRIS. In accordance with good
scientific practice, users are expected to acknowledge the use of the facility and 
the contribution of those persons working at the ACTRIS facilities. Users are 
normally expected to make their publications available through open access 
repositories.

ACTRIS ERIC promotes FAIR principles which shall be applied to data resulting 
from access services. Central Facilities and National Facilities shall contribute to 
ensure the quality of the data. ACTRIS ERIC shall offer the users the possibility
to submit their data resulting from the access to the ACTRIS Data Centre where 
it will be archived and made available in accordance with the ACTRIS Data 
Management Plan and the ACTRIS data policy immediately or after an agreed 
period of time.

üFAIR data

üAccess to data

üUser obligations

üEthical practice 
standards
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 6. Access to Facilities III

No warranties are given by the ACTRIS ERIC, the National Facilities, the Data 
Centre or the Topical Centres and they disclaim any express and implied 
warranties of non-infringement of third party intellectual property rights, 
patentability, safety, industrial or commercial suitability or fitness for a 
particular purpose of the data, tools, products or services provided in 
accordance with this policy.

üLiability

40

à ACTRIS ERIC does not guarantee or is not responsible if
the use of their services or data violates the IP of someone
else
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 7. IPR I

Ownership and intellectual property rights to any data or data 
related tools, databases, software, prototypes, new tools or 
methodologies or any other products that are generated in 
relation to the access shall belong to those who have generated 
them in accordance with the applicable legislation. Those who 
have jointly generated work shall have joint ownership and they 
shall agree separately upon the conditions of the joint ownership.

Those who have generated background or side-ground shall own 
all rights to the Background and Side-ground.

üProtection of property 
rights by owner
•exclusive copyrights
• IPR protection

ü IPR of back- and side-
ground
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ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 7. IPR II

Third party rights are intellectual property rights which the 
ACTRIS ERIC, the National Facilities and/or the Central Facilities 
have not generated themselves and do not own. If ACTRIS ERIC, 
the National Facilities, or the Central Facilities use such third 
party rights as part of their own intellectual property, they have 
to ensure that the intellectual property rights of the third parties 
are respected and that they have the authorisation of the right 
holders to grant access rights in accordance with this policy.

üProtection of property 
rights by owner
•exclusive copyrights
• IPR protection

42Training current RIs staff and user communities: Access to Research Infrastructures: process and modalities - 2", CNR-IMAA - Tito Scalo (PZ) , 18-20/03/2025III
.A

cc
es

sl
eg

al
fr

am
ew

or
k



ACTRIS Access & Service Policy – 7. IPR III

If the users submit their data resulting from the access to the ACTRIS Data 
Centre, the users shall give to the ACTRIS ERIC a worldwide, free of charge, 
perpetual, transferable, non-exclusive right to use for any purpose the data 
and related documents generated by them within the Physical, Remote or 
Virtual access. This right includes, but is not restricted to, the right to modify, 
reproduce, sublicense, incorporate to other data, other databases or other 
tools as well as produce new developments.

For justified and legitimate reasons ACTRIS ERIC may allow exceptions to the 
expected access rights, for example, when use of the results by ACTRIS could 
jeopardize a potential industrial/commercial use, violate the rules on 
personal data protection or on confidentiality for security reasons, or for any 
other legitimate reason to be agreed upon in writing case by case basis. Such 
exceptions are agreed upon with the ACTRIS ERIC.

üProtection of user 
IPR

üAccess rights to 
user’s IPR

ü IPR of private sector 
users
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Access Management Plan (AMP)

Principles
ü Process approach

ü User centered design

ü Continual improvement

Purpose
Defining the access management and process

Detailing how principles set out in the Access Policy are implemented and how access 
will be (practically) managed in the entire RI

Prepare/revise the
Access Management

Plan

Execute / Implement 
changes

Monitor impacts and
performance

Identify opportunities 
of improvement in the

services - process 
workflow
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ACTRIS Access Management Plan
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Access & Data Policies… in more details

Access 
Policy

Guidelines and general principles for access of users to services provided
via physical / remote / hybrid access to the RI

Guidelines and general principles for the use, sharing, and exploitation 
of and the virtual access to data and digital services of the RI Data 

Policy

Requires an Access Management Plan (AMP)
àDefines access management and process

Requires a Data Management Plan (DMP)
àDefines management and lifecycle of RI data
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Data Policy

Guidelines and general principles for the use, sharing, and exploitation of and the 
access to data and digital services of the RI

The value of data lies in their use. Full and open access to scientific data should be adopted as 
the international norm for the exchange of scientific data derived from publicly funded research.

US National Research Council, 1997

Promoting culture of openness to research data

Towards common standards on sharing of data

Exchange of good practices in data access and sharing

Promoting scientific and social return on investment of 
public funds
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ACTRIS Data Policy – An Illustration

ACTRIS Data policy
1. Purpose
2. Definitions
3. Guiding principles
4. Existing European legal frameworks and data 

policies
5. Data lifecycle and management
6. Access and use of ACTRIS data and digital tools
7. Intellectual property rights
8. Data policy management and review
9. References

ü Approved by Interim ACTRIS 
Council in 2018

ü Approval at 1stACTRIS ERIC 
General Assembly in 2023
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ACTRIS Data Policy – 3. Guiding Principles I

ACTRIS shall provide effective access for a wide user community to its 
resources and services, including high-quality data and digital tools, to foster 
innovation and to apply FAIR principles to the data and metadata.

ACTRIS ERIC supports the European Commission’s approach: “As open as 
possible, as closed as necessary”.

However, reasonable restrictions that are still in line with open access 
principles may be implemented for specific data sets, especially when access 
to them could jeopardize a potential industrial/commercial use, violate the 
rules on personal data protection or on confidentiality for security reasons.
Potential restrictions will be proposed by the Data Centre Management
board and more detailed rules of managing the process shall be provided in 
the ACTRIS ERIC internal rules.

It is expected that access to ACTRIS data is free-of-charge and that ACTRIS 
data should be fully available for others to use with as few restrictions as 
possible.

ü Wide, virtual access

ü FAIR principles

üOpen access

üCosts for access
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ACTRIS Data Policy – 3. Guiding Principles II

For technical reasons, access to ACTRIS data through machine to machine 
(M2M) interfaces may be constrained for a certain period of time when 
specific machines acquire large amounts of data at the expense of the 
general user. In case of any limitations over time, consideration should be 
given to whether the current system is to be upgraded.

Users of ACTRIS data and digital tools are normally expected to make 
resulting publications available through open access repositories. Open 
source for software is encouraged and recommended, when possible.
Users are also expected to cite ACTRIS when using ACTRIS data in 
publications.

ACTRIS ERIC shall respect and comply with any European and national
legislation as applicable regarding the protection of personal data and
privacy as well as environmental science data.

Ethical guidelines approved by the ACTRIS ERIC General Assembly for 
ACTRIS shall be applied to this data policy

ü(Some limitations to 
open access)

üOpen access to 
publications

üLegal compliance

üEthical compliance
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ACTRIS Data Policy – 5. Data Lifecycle and Management

The ACTRIS Data Centre shall provide ACTRIS data from National Facilities and 
Topical Centres. ACTRIS data from the National Facilities and the Topical Centres 
shall be submitted to the Data Centre within a specified deadline after the 
measurements are performed. The ACTRIS Data Centre shall make the data 
available to the users as soon as quality control procedures are done and 
potential issues are solved. ACTRIS data shall be available through the Data 
Centre.

ACTRIS is only given a right to use the data provided by the National Facilities, the 
National Facilities being entitled to license their data to others as well. However, 
the ACTRIS label on the data is uniquely defined and can only be given by the 
ACTRIS ERIC to data provided through the Data Centre, unless otherwise agreed.

ACTRIS data is preserved for long-term archiving. As a part of the archival process
and in order to ensure good data management, ACTRIS is documenting each step
of the data lifecycle, including collection, curation, data production, preservation,
publishing and use of data. Details of the data lifecycle and data management are
provided in the ACTRIS Data Management Plan

üCentralized access 
to data

ü Interaction between 
main actors and 
data provision

üRight of use

üDMP

(DOI assignment)
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ACTRIS Data Policy – 6. Access and use of data and digital tools I

ACTRIS data and digital tools shall be available according to license 
conditions for both non-commercial and commercial purposes. The aim is to 
use a small defined suite of licenses with similar kind of principles for both 
ACTRIS data and the digital tools. It is intended to use licenses like Creative 
Commons license CC BY 4.0 for data and metadata and open source licenses 
for software. Data provided through access to ACTRIS facilities shall be 
handled in accordance with the ACTRIS Access and services policy. These 
data may be regarded as ACTRIS data if the requirements for ACTRIS data are 
fulfilled. Data that has been collected before the establishment of the
ACTRIS ERIC and not considered as ACTRIS data may also be made available 
for users. The aim is to apply the same principles of licensing to this data 
whenever feasible.

The data policy shall be implemented in compliance with the ACTRIS access 
and service policy.

üLicensing

üCompliancy of 
policies
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ACTRIS Data Policy – 6. Access and use of data and digital tools II

Open, free, and easy access is the guiding principle, but in case of 
specific agreements or for other justified reasons agreed upon with 
the data originators, restrictions may be allowed so that access to 
some ACTRIS data, digital tools and services may be available only 
after a certain period of time or require authentication and separate 
permission.

ACTRIS ERIC may also apply a registration process if seen feasible. 
Furthermore, access to specific services offered by the Data Centre 
(e.g. in case of limited capacity) may require a selection process that is 
then implemented following the principles described in the ACTRIS 
access and service policy.

üRestricted access

üUser tracking via 
authentication

üVirtual vs remote 
access
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ACTRIS Data Policy – 6. Access and use of data and digital tools III

The persons and organisations, that have originally generated ACTRIS data or 
digital tools or produced different levels of ACTRIS data, must be attributed. 
For this purpose, the ACTRIS ERIC will have the responsibility that the most 
feasible technical solution for attaching identifiers to the ACTRIS data and 
digital tools is implemented. Clear information about the procedure to 
acknowledge ACTRIS and attribute the contributors in the future use of the 
ACTRIS data and digital tools, will also be established.

The data originators are responsible for clarifying and identifying who should
receive attribution. Attribution should be given to ACTRIS in case substantial
amount of metadata is harvested by external metadata services.

No warranties are given by the ACTRIS ERIC, the National Facilities, Data 
Centre or Topical Centres and they disclaim any express and implied 
warranties of non-infringement of third party intellectual property rights, 
patentability, safety, industrial or commercial suitability or fitness for a 
particular purpose of the data or digital tools provided in accordance with 
this policy.

üCredits to authors 
(via DOI) – CC BY4.0

üDisclaimer
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Purpose
Defining the management and lifecycle of data

Roadmap for managing, storing, sharing, and preserving data, ensuring that it is used 
responsibly, efficiently, and ethically

Continuous updating (online working document)

Data Management Plan (DMP)

Data creation/collection

Data processing

Data archivingData use

Data sharing

Data cleaning
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Data Managemen Plan (DMP)
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THANKS!


